Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 193 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.076; data-to-parameter ratio = 23.0.
In the cyrstal structure of the title compound, [Cu(NCS)-(C 18 H 20 N 2 O 2 )] n , the Cu I atom is coordinated in a distorted tetrahedral geometry by two imino N atoms from a bidentate chelating Schiff base ligand, and one N and one S atoms from two thiocyanate anions. The thiocyanate anion bridges the Cu I atoms, forming a zigzag chain along [101] . The Schiff base ligand adopts an E,E configuration and the dihedral angle between the terminal benzene rings is 53.68 (8) . [[N,N'-bis(3-methoxybenzylidene) (Khalaji, Brad & Zhang, 2008; Khalaji, Welter et al., 2008; Zhao et al., 2008) . Depending on the ligands involved, copper(I) complexes can show a wide variety of structures (Amirnasr et al., 2006; Khalaji & Welter, 2006; Khalaji, Brad & Zhang, 2008; Khalaji, Welter et al., 2008) . As part of a general study of transition metal complexes with bidentate chelating Schiff base ligands (Khalaji & Welter, 2006; Khalaji, Brad & Zhang, 2008; Khalaji, Welter et al., 2008) , here, we reported the synthesis and the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
Related literature
The crystal structure of the title compound, (I), is shown in Fig. 1 
Experimental
The title compound, (I), was synthesized using a method analogous to the literature procedure (Khalaji & Welter, 2006) , except that CuI was replaced with CuNCS. Single crystals suitable for data collection were obtained by slow evaporation from an acetonitrile solution at 273 K.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å) and treated as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with atom-labeling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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